
RECOGNIZE that there is very little room for correction as the body of this obstacle is 6” and is defined by the supports that hold the 
actual curtain. If you are lucky to have a windy day you will be able to see ahead of yourself to help with the accuracy of the exit but if it 
is a quiet day your body and exit is obscured. Also the movement of the curtain which simulates low hanging branches on a rough trail 
can be very bothersome to some horses as they do not have hands to brush them aside as we do.

REALIZE:
Entrance: Path and Speed are two things that I often talk about when teaching. Understanding how to ask our horses to understand 
what path we would like them to take and at what speed are two important communication points. Both of these are important for the 
Entrance because once inside, there is little no space for error. Better to set up path and speed long before the entrance so that  you 
can ask your horse to maintain the same  through all three parts of this obstacle.

Body: A six inch “Body” is literally so short that there is no room for error. The best way to approach the Body has to be the approach 
to the entrance. Give yourself plenty of time before the “ horse length” Entrance and ask your horse to be straight and centred. The rest 
is up to your level of balance and straightness in the saddle and the level of relaxation of your horse. If you are completing this obstacle 
In Hand, remember that because you are “going with” your horse as opposed to “sending” your horse through the obstacle, the exact 
centre is neither yours nor your horse’s path but is infact the line between you both. (see pics)

Exit: Because the Exit is worth 2 of the entire 9 points of the obstacle, there is little time to “fix” what just happened through the body, 
but it is possible to salvage some of those 2 points if you can recover straightness iby keeping a strong focus straight ahead and have 
your horse sensitive to your intention.

REMEMBER: that this is an obstacle that is simple but not easy, mostly because the Body of this obstacle is only 6 inches long and is 
worth 5 points. As far as training and preparation, horses must find confidence with moving objects around their head and body. Start 
slowly with something that you can control.. Try using things like an ostrich plume, the big and fluffy weeds that grow on the side of 
roads, fine ropes, pool noodles etc. and play approach and retreat to gain your horse’s confidence by not pushing through their 
thresholds of fear. Just as important get instruction on what it means to be completely balanced in the saddle…..This is a skill that 
rarely comes naturally without awareness of what your body needs to do.
Once again teach your horse to feel your intentional energy from the end of your lead line and/or with a long reins so that you leave 
them to do what they need to do with only the lightest of communication so that you can change their path invisibly. 

The Cowboy Curtain

A commom error is 
having your horse in the 
centre of this obstacle 
while In Hand. Although 
both human and horse 
are relaxed and relatively 
straight here but you can 
see that the “team” is not 
centred. It would be 
better if there was more 
slack in the line so that 
the horse could learn to 
feel more of the intention 
of the human from farther 
away. That way any 
changes in position would 
be subtle and show more 
trust and partnership.

This excellent snapshot is the 
Exit, and chances are the 
Entrance and Body showed as 
much accuracy in attaining 
centredness and straightness. 
Although the human is looking 
somewhere other than forward, 
her hips and shoulders (core) 
are straight, which is giving this 
pony the correct intention of  
where his leader is asking him 
to go. I love this, although once 
again I would like it even more 
if there was more slack in the 
line to show even more trust 
and partnership.

This is a great photo of 
setting up straightness long 
before you are crossing the 
threshold of the Entrance. 
The horse’s hips are tracking 
perfectly and the human’s 
core is also straight. But you 
can see unless the horse can 
feel his human’s intention to 
move over to the right  about 
a foot, they will miss being 
centred throughout the rest 
of the obstacle. I like the 
slack in the line between 
these two partners.

We did not get many pics 
of riding this obstacle. 
However this is a good 
one. Although the saddle is 
slipping fractionally to the 
left (which may be account 
for the horse’s hindquarters 
tracking a little off) the rider 
remains square and is a 
great part of why this horse 
is straight and centred. This 
is excellent for an obstacle 
that I feel is simple but not 
easy . Notice that when 
riding unlike In Hand… the 
midpoint is the exact centre 
of the obstacle.


